
 

this, its not about receiving 
gifts—its about giving of 
yourself and your heart! Its 
about being with people you 
love and cherish! Its about a 
special birthday of a special 
baby boy born in a manger. 
And if you celebrate some-
thing differently, its about 
what you believe. 
 

Merry Christmas! 
 
 
Amber Rigby Grosjean 

 
Merry Christmas everyone! 
24 more days before the day 
comes! Are you ready for it? 
Hopefully this issue will get 
you part of the way there! 
Enjoy this issue!!! 
 
This month, I have 3 writers 
to introduce you to. Instead of 
putting them together, I have 
separated them so you may 
enjoy other things as well! 
Don’t forget, if you’re an au-
thor and would like to be in-
terviewed for an upcoming 
issue, email me or check out 
http://www.writingforall.com 
for the interview! 
 
In November I found out I 
won a Halloween contest with 
a poem I wrote called 
Witches’ Brew! I will include 
it in this issue so you may 
enjoy it as well! Not quite this 
season’s type of poem but 
what the hey lol, might as 
well share it anyway. 
 
Also in this issue….. 
 

I have included my next seg-
ment of “On Writing” in this 
issue as I have in each passing 
one. I do enjoy helping other 
writers out as much as possi-
ble. 
 
I have listed a few upcoming 
authors as well. So if you do 
know an author, look for the 
issue coming soon. I’ve stated 
which month is which author 
so keep an eye out  for those! 
 
I added some information 
about Mind’s Eye again lol. 
Yes, I spend more time there 
then I should but I just can’t 
help it! If you go there, you 
will see why! The people 
there are just wonderful and 
do care about each other! As 
for the rest of the issue, you 
will just have to keep reading 
for more of it. I’m not about 
spoiling anything for anyone! 
 
I do want to wish everyone a 
very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! As we 
count the days down to the 
25th of December, remember 
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Stephanie Osborn: Author 
Stephanie is the author of 2 books at this time, Burnout: The Mystery of Space Shuttle STS-281 and 
The Y-Factor. Both books are science fiction. 
 
She can be found in various places on the web including her website at  
http://www.stephanie-osborn.com. Facebook, Myspace, Twitter, Blogspot (Google) with her blog 
called Comet Tales, and two Ning sites: Mind’s Eye, and Book Masons. 
 
Burnout was by far the hardest book for Stephanie to write. It took ten years to write due to her work-
ing in the space program. And then just as she finished the rough draft and had her mentor read it, 
Columbia shuttle went down with a friend inside, devastating Stephanie. It took about a year before 
she could look at that book again. The Case of the Displaced Detective was the easiest book to write. 
She claims she was bitten by the plot bunny on this one and had to split the 215,000 word story into 2 
books. This one is with an agent at this time! 
 
In the fourth grade, Stephanie wrote an entire play script which her teacher thought was good enough 
that she was able to perform for the entire class! This is what put Stephanie on her writing journey. 
And now she’s working on the sequels to both books that are out now! 
 
Advice from Stephanie: There is no better thing you can do than to read. And read "the good stuff" - 
the classics. Euripides, Sophocles, Plato, Homer, Virgil, Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton, Dante, Hugo, 
Twain, Hawthorne, Lewis, Tolkien, Joyce, on up to the modern day. Because, 
you see, the more you read "the good stuff," the more you recognize it, and the 
more you begin to grasp what makes it good. Once that's firmly in your head, 
you'll see it start to reflect in your own writing. Good reading is the best route 
to good writing. 

On Writing: Making It Real 
Remember living, will give you extra knowledge so don’t forget to try new things, meet people, and visit-
ing new places. Eaves dropping will give you the chance to see how real conversations work, how people 
talk amongst strangers and friends. And by making everyone with weaknesses and strengths, they will be 
more real.  
 
Your story should be believable even if its based on a planet that doesn’t exist. If something happens in 
your story, the reactions from the characters should be realistic based on those characters so be sure to 
know them inside and out (whether that information is used in the story or not). Its easier to take away 
than it is to add to your character so if you make him/her too real, you can tone it down later lol. You also 
want your readers to sympathize with the main character, that’s a good way to pull them into the story. 
Someone close to him/her dies, he/she witnesses a tragic accident, something precious is stolen, etc. You 
want the reader to be able to relate some how. 
 
You’re not going to please everyone and you can’t make everyone happy. So write for yourself first. 
There will be others who will enjoy the same things you do so if you truly enjoy your story, so will oth-
ers! That’s one of the secrets lol (I didn’t tell you that). Seriously though, its not really a secret. 
 
Facial features. When you smile, there are many ways to reveal that smile. Look into the mirror and study 
your own facial expressions, take pictures if you need to. Instead of saying the character smiled, say what 
you see in the picture. “His mouth widened in a thin line and opened to reveal his large teeth. Before his 
sister could say another word, laughter burst out of his lips.” Now you know he’s smiling. And make sure 
you have a thesaurus because there are many words that mean the same as those simple words we like to 
use all the time. Anyway, study life so you know why people react the way they do and use this informa-
tion in your own writing in your own words! 
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Countdown to year 
2010!~ 1 mo! 

 
Ten little fingers covered in blood 

Three bats filled with venom and poison 
Add a little web just for flavor. 

Stir for minutes and add a little more. 
 

A dash of cries and a spidge of fear 
Four dogs that bite and one cat that 

growls 
Add a little scream just for flavor. 

Stir until it boils on a full moon and add a 
little more. 

 
Toss in some apples as you chant and 

laugh 
Then look out the window and cackle 

some more. 
Add a little sneeze just for flavor. 
Chill and serve to those you hate. 

 
 

Sit back and watch those people fall 
down 

Some will bark and some will cry. 

Some will chew off their fingers and ask 
why. 

Each of them will scream and cry. 
 
 

Happy Halloween! 
Aren't you glad you're my friends? 

Hahahahaha 
 
 

Amber  

Witches’ Brew 
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Arlington Nuetzel 

Arlington is the author of “The Low January Sun”, “2027: New Madrid, Missouri”, and  
“Murder in March Commons”. His newest book, a collection of short stories, is called 
“The Bower Bird and other short stories” is scheduled to be released soon. Another 
book to be released soon is called Telephoto. 

The most rewarding book Arlington ever wrote was 2027, the earthquake book as he 
called it. He was able to weave the story around historical events. His most difficult 
book is a tech fantasy in which he is writing at this moment. The characters seem to 
write their own lines in an unfamiliar setting which he claims he’s improving. 

His inspiration? A woman named Georgia who is an editor and a novelist in her own 
right. And what motivates Arlington? He loves to create, educate, entertain, and make 
people think. 

Arlington would like to tell aspiring writers that there is no such thing as writer’s block. 
You should jump to the beginning or the end. Read your previous work but just keep 
writing. 

You can find Arlington and his work at http://nuetzel.webs.com/ 

Christmas Stress 

While Christmas is slowly approaching, it also means the stores will be jam packed. 
To make it a safer shopping season, try to plan out your shopping journey. Try to hit 
more than one store at a time while you’re out. If you’re getting groceries, look at 
the area around the store where you get them and hit those stores too on the same 
trip. On the next outing, do the same thing. This will save on gas while you’re sav-
ing time. And if time is another issue, opt for the stores that wrap presents for you. 
Some charge and some don’t so keep an eye out for those signs or ask the store man-
ager. Remember this is a very stressful time so be sure to treat yourself to a membership 
at the local gym where you can exercise or you can run a block around your neighbor-
hood. 

You can also stay home and do your shopping if you have a credit card or debut card. 
Some places even accept Pay Pal which can come right out of your bank account if you 
have it set up that way which can be simple. Ask your bank for details on that if you 
don’t have a plastic card. It does make shopping a lot easier and keeps the time down 
even more because there’s no traveling time, no waiting for the light to change to green, 
etc.  
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